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Johns Creek is a traditional comprehensive high school that is part of the Fulton County 
Public School System. Established in 2009 to serve students living in southeast Duluth 
and east Alpharetta of North Fulton County. The student population of Johns Creek 
re�ects cultural, geographic, and economic diversity. Our students are supported by 
active parents who annually volunteer thousands of hours within a community that 
values education. Beyond academics, all at Johns Creek High School aim to provide the 
“Complete High School Experience” for all students. The sta� provides top-notch oppor-
tunities in academics, the arts, athletics, and service to the community.

Johns Creek High School o�ers an Advanced Placement program in 28 courses, 22 
Honors Courses, and joint enrollment courses with Georgia Tech and Georgia State 
University. In addition, the school o�ers Talented and Gifted programs and Services to 
Exceptional Children. Johns Creek has Technical Labs in business, web design, sports 
marketing, video broadcast, production, pre-engineering, and drafting. 

Johns Creek High School operates under a six period day. Students are enrolled in six 
courses for the year. Exceptions include o�erings which are semester courses. Classes 
meet 55 minutes per day.  Credit is awarded every 18 weeks (.5 credits per course) with 
a maximum of six (6) credits earned during the regular school year. Currently, 2140 
students are enrolled at Johns Creek High School.
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The Johns Creek High School Orchestral program, in its ninth year, has performed in several prestigious performance venues. 
Some of the venues include performing at the prestigious Midwest Clinic--an International Band and Orchestra Conference in
 Chicago, Illinois (2012 and 2017), invitational performances at the Georgia Music Educators Association (GMEA) In-Service 
Conference in Savannah, Georgia (2011, 2015), music festival at Universal Studios in Orlando, Florida (2011), 2012 National 
Cherry Blossom Festival in Washington, D.C., for its Centennial Celebration, and performances in Italy (Rome, Florence, Assisi, 
Siena, Padua, Venice--2014). Next school year, the orchestra will travel to Austria and Czech Republic to perform in various 
important venues.

5575 State Bridge Road  Johns Creek,  Georgia 30022     (470) 254-2058     (470) 254-2139 (fax)

Johns Creek HS Orchestra Receives Prestigious "GMEA Exemplary Performance Award" for 2016-2017 (2017)
Invitation to the 71st Midwest Clinic, an International Band and Orchestra Conference in Chicago (2017)
Performance Tour in Washington D.C. - Washington D.C. (2016)
Invitational performance at the NAfME (National Association for Music Educators/Research) Conference in Atlanta, GA (2016)
Performance at the Isakson YMCA in Alpharetta, GA (2015)
Performance at the YGN ("Your Grateful Nation) Fundraising event in Atlanta, GA (2015)
Invitational performance at the GMEA In-Service Conference in Savannah, GA (January 2015)
European/Italy Performance Tour - Rome, Florence, Assisi, Siena, Padua, Venice (2014)
Performance at the 66th Midwest Clinic, an International Band and Orchestra Conference in Chicago (2012)
Performance for the National Science teachers Association Regional Conference (2012)
Performance for the Association for Career and Technical Education Awards Ceremony (2012)
Performance at the National Cherry Blossom Festival in Washington, D.C. (2012)
Invitational performance at the Georgia Music Educators Association In-Service Conference in Savannah, Georgia (2011)
Performance at the Universal Studios in Orlando, Florida (2011)
Performance at the Grand Opening of the AdvancED Global Headquarters (2011)
Performance at the Johns Creek "Arts on the Creek" Festival (2010, 2011, 2012)
Performance at the "Korean Fall Festival" Celebration (2010, 2011)
Awarded "Community Service Award" from the Johns Creek Chamber of Commerce (2010, 2011)
Performance at the Fulton County Schools Administrative Sta� Meeting for Principals and Superintendent (2010)

The orchestra has performed at many other community-related venues, including performances at the malls, assisted living 
centers, hospitals, churches, schools, company banquets, hotels, weddings, etc...

JOHNS CREEK HIGH SCHOOL ORCHESTRA

Notable recognitions/performances:

Individual members of the Johns Creek High School Orchestra have participated in the Georgia High School All-State Orchestra, Governor's Honors Program, 
Fulton County High School Honor Orchestra, Atlanta Symphony Youth Orchestra, Metropolitan Youth Symphony Orchestra, Ludwig Symphony Orchestra, Georgia 
Youth Symphony Orchestra, Emory Youth SymphonyOrchestra, and the Georgia Piedmont Youth Orchestra. The Johns Creek High School Orchestras have received 
straight "Superior" ratings at the GMEA District V Large Group Evaluation every year since the opening of the school in August 2009.

The Johns Creek High School Orchestra received the "Community Service Award" twice from the Johns Creek Chamber of 
Commerce (2010 and 2011) for its services to the community. Some of its community-related services include performing at the
 "Johns Creek Arts on the Creek" and "Annual Korean Fall Festivals." The Johns Creek High School Orchestra also received the 
"GMEA Exemplary Performance Award" in 2017. The orchestra members regularly perform for local and national conventions 
as well as for various community-related events. In addition, several members of the orchestra perform regularly during weekends 
at various assisted living homes in the Atlanta area through a club called "Notes of Joy," which was founded by two of its own students.
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Young K. Kim, Orchestra Director
Johns Creek, Georgia

Michael Palmer, Timothy Anderson, Alfred Estep, David Vandewalker, Guest Conductors
William Pu, Guest Soloist

                                                                            

                                                               

                                                                               

A Song for Friends                                                                                      Larry Daehn/Kyoto Sila

John Hardy Dances                                                                                     Traditional/Bob Lipton

                                            

Strawberry Jam Session                                                                                               George T. Frueh

Emperor’s New Clothes                                                                                           Francis Caravella

Czardas (Solo with Orchestra)                                                        Vittorio Monti/Percy Hall

                                                                 

Bass-ically Christmas                                                                James Lord Pierpont/Bob Phillips

                                            

Deep River                                                                                          Spiritual/Carrie Lane Gruselle

El Relicario: Paso Doble                                                                 Jose Padilla/Robert Longfield

                                         

Introduction and Allegro  Op.47                                                                               Edward Elgar

Fiddle-Faddle for String Orchestra                                                                    Leroy Anderson
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Michael Palmer, Guest Conductor   
      I. Allegro 

Selections from StarCraft II: Legacy of the Void                      Jason Hayes/Michael Patti/

                                                                                                                                               Michael Story

Divertimento No.1 in D Major K.136                                                                            W.A. Mozart

Timothy Anderson, Guest Conductor

William Pu, Guest Violinist

Alfred Estep, Guest Conductor

David Vandewalker, Guest Conductor

Janet Huang, Violin            Micah Lingle, Viola

Gunhyun Park, Violin         Jane Lee, Cello

PROGRAM
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5:00 PM  Friday,  December 22,  2017 –  Ballroom W190

Orchestra Director  Guest Conductors Guest Soloist

Young K. Kim William PuMichael Palmer
Timothy Anderson
Alfred Estep
David Vandewalker

Johns Creek High School 
Chamber Orchestra



Emperor’s New Clothes.........................................................................................Francis Caravella

  I wrote The Emperor’s New Clothes during the summer of 2014 while living in a rented �at in Montpellier, 
  France. It was a FIFA World Cup year and the city was bristling with excitement over the �nal showdown 
  between Germany and Argentina. I had already been thinking about writing an arrangement of Haydn’s famous 
  “Emperor’s Hymn,” which had been adopted as the German national anthem in 1922. Germany’s arrival in the �nal 
  sparked the idea of combining the anthems of both teams into one piece. 

  The only problem was that Argentina’s national anthem is not nearly as stirring or as beautiful as Haydn’s masterpiece. 
  Nor does it represent the country and people as well as the signature Argentinian musical genre, the tango. So, I 
  substituted what is arguably the most famous tango ever written, Carlos Gardel’s Por una cabeza. I began writing that 
  morning and discovered rather quickly that these two pieces worked quite well together. By the time the start of the 
  match rolled around, I had completed all but the very end of the piece. I had decided that the winner of the match 
  would determine the ending of the piece!

  Spoiler alert: Germany won the match 1-0.  So, I �nished the piece by quoting directly from the opening of Haydn’s 
  String  Quartet, Op. 76, No. 3 (“Emperor”) and moved on to writing my next piece. Later, I was encouraged by a fellow 
  composer Todd Parrish to write a more stirring and triumphant rendition of the theme and that is the ending you hear
  in the published work. The title borrows from Hans Christian Anderson’s famous tale to cheekily refer to “dressing up
  ” the “Emperor’s Hymn” as a tango.
                                                                                                                                                                                                         ---Francis Caravella 

Czardas (Solo with Orchestra)..............................................................Vittorio Monti/Percy Hall

  Czardas is a popular Hungarian dance of gypsy origin, and is widely used by composers such as Liszt, Brahms, 
  Tchaikovsky, and Strauss.  It is in duple meter, beginning with a slow introduction and followed by a rapid, wild dance 
  where the women’s traditional wide skirts form distinctive shapes when whirled.  Avoid going too fast too soon, 
  saving the fastest tempo for the ending. Dynamics are well marked, but it may be adjusted if needed.

Bass-ically Christmas..............................................................James Lord Pierpont/Bob Phillips

  The melodies for both songs were written by James Lord Pierpont and published in 1857 under the name “One Horse 
  Open Sleigh.”  The “Jolly Old St. Nicholas” melody was later removed and the song became known as “Jingle Bells.”  

  Arranged by Bob Phillips, the Bass-ically Christmas begins with the “Jolly Old St. Nicholas” with the basses playing 
  the melody arco with a pizzicato accompaniment from the other sections. At the end of the melody (m. 24) there is
   a pause where the orchestra freezes in place while the bass players can put on Santa hats, sunglasses, or any other
   fun prop and, most importantly, project a cool attitude. Then the conductor loudly counts the orchestra back in to a 
  swing pizzicato setting of “Jingle Bells.” The piece builds to a strong conclusion with all sections joining in.

  This cute, simple arrangement features the bass section and makes them sound great! Have some fun with this cool 
  medley featuring Jolly Old St. Nicholas and Jingle Bells -it will brighten any holiday concert.

Deep River........................................................................................Spiritual/Carrie Lane Gruselle 

  Spirituals have many meanings for many people.  They are expressions of hope, anguish, sorrow, joy, love, or anger, 
  developed under a deep love of God, brotherhood, humanity, and redemption.  They are expressions of an impressed 
  people, dragged from their homes to a life of slavery in a far o� land; yet they o�er hope and show dignity, spirit and 
  re�nement.
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Program Notes

Selection from StarCraft II: Legacy of the Void......................................................Jason Hayes 
                                                                                                                     and Michael Patti/Michael Story
  
  The stunning soundtrack to one of the most popular video games is now available for your intermediate-
  level string orchestra. Michael Story's powerful arrangement of StarCraft II: Legacy of the Void contains 
  four of its most memorable themes, including "The Stars Our Home," "The Fall of Shakuras," "Honor 
  Guides Me," and "My Life for Aiur." This cutting edge music will thrill both your students and your audience! 

Divertimento No.1 in D Major, K.136.......................................................................W.A. Mozart
          I. Allegro
  Mozart composed the Divertimento, K. 136, during down-time in Salzburg in the winter of 1772, following 
  two extended periods in Italy. 

  This Divertimento is in three movements, fast-slow-fast after the manner of the Italian sinfonia. (This work 
  and its two companions have been described as Mozart's "Salzburg sinfonias").  The opening Allegro, 
  in sonata form, centers around a delightful, charming theme that ends with an amusing little dynamic retreat. 
  The development moves into the minor mode, surprising the listener with a second episode where a less-
  inventive composer simply would have recapitulated the opening theme. 

A Song for Friends....................................................................................Larry Daehn/Kyoto Sila

  A Song for Friends is a slow, lyrical piece which is excellent for teaching blend and melodic line.  This 
  exquisite arrangement for orchestra encourages performers to focus on making beautiful music together by 
  providing a lovely melody, uncomplicated rhythms and smooth harmonies. A simple, moving tribute to friendship!

John Hardy Dances...................................................................................Traditional/Bob Lipton

  "John Hardy" is a traditional American folk song based on the life of a railroad worker living in McDowell 
  County, West Virginia in the Spring of 1893. The historical John Hardy is believed to have gotten into a 
  drunken dispute during a craps game held near Keystone, and subsequently killed a man named Thomas 
  Drews. Hardy was found guilty of murder in the �rst degree, and was hanged on January 19, 1894, with 
  3,000 people allegedly in attendance. Hardy is believed to have made peace with the Lord the morning 
  before his death by being baptized in a river.

  This arrangement of the folk tune John Hardy is set as a waltz and belly dance as well as in its original 
  �ddle origins.  Great for your second year group!

Strawberry Jam Session.......................................................................................George T. Frueh

  Strawberry Jam Session was inspired by the 1967 Buddy Rich Big Band song, “Big Swing Face.” It is 
  based upon a 12-bar blues pattern in the key of D Major. The main theme begins after a four-measure 
  introduction and is played with unison rhythms. The second time through, the cello section is featured with 
  two short solo lines. A “shout chorus” is then played which features a short call-and-response between the high 
  and low strings and tightly-knit, chromatic harmonies.  The song concludes with a three-times repeated phrase 
  and then �nally a classic D9 chord. The song can be played in the style of “Rock” or Swing.”  
                                                                                                                                                                                                      ---George T. Frueh

The Midwest Clinic 201710
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Young Kim 

Young Kim is currently the Director of Orchestras at Johns Creek High School in Johns Creek, Georgia. He is a graduate of Georgia State University 
where he received a Bachelor of Music degree (B.M.) and Master of Music Education degree (M.M.Ed.).  For the past thirty years, he has taught 
and directed orchestras at the elementary, middle, and high school levels.

Under Mr. Kim’s direction, his groups performed �ve times at the Georgia Music Educators Association In-Service Conference in Savannah, Georgia 
(2000, 2005, 2009, 2011, 2015). He has also taken two di�erent high school orchestras to the prestigious Midwest Clinic in Chicago – once with 
the Centennial High School Orchestra (2005) and twice with the Johns Creek High School Orchestra (2012, 2017). His groups were also invited to
 perform at the 58th Biennial Music Educators National Conference in Nashville, Tennessee (2002). Young Kim's groups also traveled and performed 
internationally--participating in four European concert tours (2001, 2005, 2009, 2014). The performances include cities of Austria (Salzburg, Vienna, 
Eisenstadt), Germany (Munich), Italy (Rome, Perugia, Florence, Assisi, Cremona, Padua, Venice), Hungary (Budapest), and Czech Republic (Prague). 
His orchestras also performed numerous times at the Symphony Hall, Spivey Hall, and at the Georgia Governor's Mansion. For the past thirty years, 
his groups have earned consecutive SUPERIOR ratings at the GMEA District V Orchestra Large-Group Performance Evaluation. 

Young Kim has also been active in the Korean-American community in Atlanta Area. He has founded the Korean-American Youth Center Orchestra
/KAYCO in 1994 and has conducted this orchestra for four years. The members of the KAYCO included some of the top middle, high school, and 
college student musicians in the Atlanta area. This group was invited to perform in various important functions including the performance at the
 Woodru� Park during the 1996 Atlanta Summer Olympic Games. Young Kim has also directed the Korean-American Chamber Orchestra. 
The members included concertmaster and principal string players of the Atlanta Symphony Youth Orchestra (ASYO) and college students of
 Georgia State University. 

Young Kim is an active clinician, guest conductor, and adjudicator throughout Georgia and Southeast. He has served as the GMEA District V 
Orchestra Chair, organizing chairman for the District V Orchestra Large Group Performance Evaluation, and organizing chairman for the Fulton 
County High School Honor Orchestra. Young Kim has also served as the National High School Honor Orchestra (NHSHO) Representative/Chair 
for Georgia. He currently serves as the certi�ed Head Adjudicator for the GMEA Orchestra Large Group Performance Evaluation. 

Young Kim has been a member of the prestigious Georgia Governor's Honors Program (GHP) faculty for four summers (1998, 1999, 2000, and 2003).
In addition to guest conducting All-State and Honor Orchestras throughout Georgia and Southeast, he has also conducted many 
summer music camps such as the American String Teachers Association (ASTA) music camp and the University of Georgia Summer Music Camp 
in Athens, Georgia, and the conductor of the Interlochen Summer Music Arts Camp in Interlochen, MI. 

In 2006, Young Kim was selected as the "2006 Georgia Music Educator of the Year" by the Georgia Music Educators Association. He is listed in the 
1998, 1999, 2003, 2005, 2006 editions of the "Who's Who Among America 's Teachers." He was also selected and recognized as the "Expert Teacher 
Cadre-7" in the Fulton County Schools system in 1997 and participated in its leadership program. Young Kim was named the "S.T.A.R. Teacher" of 
Johns Creek High School in 2010 and "Teacher of the Year" at Johns Creek High School in 2011. Young Kim was again named "S.T.A.R. Teacher" for 
2012.

His current professional a�liation includes National Association for Music Education (NAfME), Georgia Music Educators Association (GMEA), 
American String Teachers Association (ASTA), and Kappa Delta Pi, an International Honor Society in Education. Young Kim is listed in the 
2006-2007 editions of National Register’s Who’s Who in Executives and Professionals.

Director of Orchestras
Johns Creek High School

The Midwest Clinic 201712

  “Deep River is an African American spiritual, one of the �rst spirituals to move from the realm of folk music to the 
  concert stage as proper art music, thanks to the work of H.T. Burleigh, a late-18th and early 19th century African 
  American composer. He brought to the public eye the depth and beauty of the spiritual through his published 
  arrangements for solo voice and piano.

  In this arrangement, students explore long, lyrical, expressive phrases. Musicians are encouraged to focus on 
  tone production, clarity of sound, purity of intonation, and vibrato. Technical demands include slurs, accidentals, 
  and minimal shifting in the bass and divisi violin 1 parts.”     
                                                                                                                     ---Carrie Lane Gruselle

El Relicario: Paso Doble..................................................................Jose Padila/Robert Long�eld

  The Paso doble is a dance and music based on the Spanish bull�ght.  It is the music played at bull�ghts at the 
  procession of the bull�ghters, between stages, and at the end of each session.The music is in binary rhythm and 
  moderated movement. As a dance it is a two-step (paso doble = two step).  

  El Relicario: Paso Doble, written by José Padilla , is one of the most famous and best loved paso dobles ever written 
  in a setting for string orchestra!  Fiery rhythms and sweeping Spanish melodies make this an outstanding change 
  of pace for concert or festival performance. Terri�c!

Introduction and Allegro Op. 47 ..............................................................................Edward Elgar

  The Introduction and Allegro for Strings, Op. 47, was composed in 1905 for performance in an all-Elgar concert by 
  the newly formed London Symphony Orchestra. Scored for string quartet and string orchestra, Elgar composed it
  to show o� the tremendous virtuoso-technicalities within the players.  

  The piece opens with a tutti descending fanfare, which segues into a major-key moderato section, interspersed 
  by an Allegretto e poco stringendo section consisting of two measures in length.  Instead of a development section 
  as would be expected in traditional sonata form, a new theme is introduced, a vigorous fugue in which the piece 
  returns to the opening key of G minor. In a letter to his good friend A. J. Jaeger ("Nimrod" of the Enigma Variations), 
  Elgar referred to this section as a "devil of a fugue". After the fugue concludes, the piece's themes are all recapitulated 
  in G major, initially begun by a unison orchestra before dividing across echo between orchestra and solo quartet. 

  Though initial critical reception was lukewarm at best, the score soon came to be recognized as a masterpiece. 
  The work, which is roughly twelve to fourteen minutes in length, is like a multi-layered symphonic poem for string 
  orchestra, with several prominent themes.

Fiddle-Faddle for String Orchestra.....................................................................Leroy Anderson

  Fiddle-Faddle is a musical composition in 2/2 time composed by Leroy Anderson. It is considered to be a "light" 
  classical music composition, sometimes referred to as "classical pop" music and was published in 1947. Written in 
  classic "song-and-trio" form, it is based on the childhood nursery song  "Three Blind Mice." It was recorded many 
  times in the late 1940s and early 1950s by a variety of  musical ensembles. Prominently featuring the violins, 
  as the title would imply, the opening and closing sections rely on rapid sixteenth note passages, followed by 
  pizzicato playing in the trio. Anderson wrote the piece as one of many pieces commissioned over time by Arthur 
  Fiedler and the Boston Pops Orchestra. The �nished piece instantly became a favorite of audiences and Arthur 
  Fiedler alike. Fiedler programmed it so frequently in Pops concerts that the audiences began referring to it as 
  "Fiedler Faddle." 



Tim Anderson

Alfred Estep

Orchestra Director
Autrey Mill Middle School

Director of Bands
Johns Creek High School

Tim Anderson grew up and began his musical career in the Atlanta area.  He earned an undergraduate degree from the University of Illinois 
and a master’s degree from the University of Georgia.  He has been the orchestra director at Autrey Mill Middle School in the Fulton County 
School system since 2004.  In 2011, his Autrey Mill Middle School Orchestra was invited to perform at the Georgia Music Educators Association
 Conference.  Prior to this he taught at Pinckneyville Middle School in Gwinnett County where he was selected as “Teacher of the Year.
”  With the Pinckneyville Middle School Orchestra, he performed at the GMEA Conference in 2002 and in 2003.  In addition to being active as 
a teacher and clinician Mr. Anderson served as the director for the American String Teachers Association Summer Orchestra Camp and has served 
as both a district chair and GMEA standing committee member.  He performs regularly as a cellist throughout the Southeast both as a studio 
session musician and with his band Jackson County Line

Alfred S. Estep: Is currently the Director of Bands at Johns Creek High School in Johns Creek, Georgia.  2009 marked the inaugural year for the 
Johns Creek Band, opening with twenty seven marching band members.  With the beginning of the 2016-2017 school year, the band program
 has grown to over one hundred sixty members.  Prior to this appointment, Mr. Estep served as Director of Bands at Roswell High School in Roswell, 
Georgia from 2001 - 2009.   Mr. Estep is a veteran teacher of thirty six years in Georgia, Alabama, and North Carolina.  His concert bands and 
marching bands have consistently earned superior ratings and numerous championship accolades at a variety of festivals and competitions. 

Mr. Estep holds a Bachelors Degree of Music Education from East Tennessee State University and a Masters of Arts Degree from The University 
of Alabama.  His professional a�liations include, Georgia Music Educators Association, Phi Beta Mu International Band Fraternity (State President 
2015-2016), American School Band Directors Association, and Phi Mu Alpha.  He has served GMEA as the District V Chair, and during 2006-2008 
and 2012-2014, he served as District V Band Chair.   He has also served as host for various band events, such as, District Large Group Performance
 Evaluation, Solo and Ensemble, and several marching band festivals/competitions.  In addition, he has served on the North Carolina Band 
Curriculum Revision Committee, and the GMEA Band Adjudication Committee.  Mr. Estep is an active clinician and adjudicator in Georgia and t
hroughout the southeast.     
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Michael Palmer

Michael Palmer has long been considered one of this country's �nest conductors. In addition to appearances in the United States, he has also 
appeared in Europe as a guest conductor in Austria and Poland, where his performances have brought him critical acclaim. Mr. Palmer began his 
career at age 21, when he came to the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra as assistant conductor at the invitation of Robert Shaw. He was soon made 
associate conductor, and also founded and was music director of the Atlanta Symphony Youth Orchestra. While in Atlanta, Michael Palmer was 
honored as one of �ve of the �rst conductors in the United States chosen by the National Endowment for the Arts to be Exxon Arts Endowment 
Conductor, and he was soon in demand with orchestras throughout the country. While continuing in his post in Atlanta, he was appointed guest 
conductor of the Houston Symphony Orchestra for a three-year period. He also worked extensively with the National Symphony Orchestra during 
this period, and he was, subsequently, named co-principal guest conductor of the Denver Symphony Orchestra.

After 10 years in Atlanta as associate conductor, Mr. Palmer accepted the appointment as music director of the Wichita Symphony Orchestra. 
Throughout his 13-year tenure, he developed the Orchestra to a high artistic level. Following his tenure in Wichita, Michael Palmer became music 
director of the New Haven Symphony Orchestra. In New Haven, he was recognized widely for his artistic accomplishments and for building the 
Orchestra to one of  the �nest of its kind in the nation.
 
In 1993, Michael Palmer became artistic director of the Bellingham Festival of Music. Under his artistic leadership, the Festival has become 
internationally recognized for its artistry. Festival concerts are heard across the nation on NPR and feature some of the �nest orchestral musicians 
and major guest artists from the United States and abroad. He is also the artistic director of the Quartz Mountain Music Festival's orchestral institute.

Michael Palmer has served as guest conductor for many orchestras throughout the United States, including the Rochester Philharmonic, Detroit 
Symphony Orchestra, Grand Rapids Symphony Orchestra, Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra, Kansas City Philharmonic, San Diego Symphony and 
many others. In 1991, Mr. Palmer founded the American Sinfonietta, which toured Europe for 10 seasons under his leadership, playing to critical 
acclaim in the major concert halls of Germany, Austria and Switzerland. 

His recordings include an all-Mendelssohn disc for Summit Records and the Five Beethoven Piano Concerti with pianist Garrick Ohlsson on the 
Natural Sound�elds label. Mr. Palmer may also be heard with the Rochester Philharmonic on the New World label.

Mr. Palmer joined the Georgia State University School of Music faculty as director of orchestras in August 2004, after serving in the same capacity
 at Wichita State University. In 2006, he was appointed as the Charles Thomas Wurm Distinguished Professor of Orchestral Studies.

Director of Orchestras
Georgia State University

The Midwest Clinic 201714



William Pu

The distinguished Chinese-American violinist, William Pu, has served in key roles for two of the premiere orchestras in the United States. For the 
past twenty-�ve years, Mr. Pu was the Assistant Concertmaster for the Houston Symphony Orchestra and the Associate Concertmaster for the
Atlanta Symphony Orchestra. Born in Shanghai, Mr. Pu graduated from the Shanghai Conservatory of Music before coming to the United States. 
He studied with renowned teachers like Fredell Lack, Camilla Wicks, David Cerone, and Emanuel Borok. Mr. Pu was the National Winner of 1990 
Music Teachers National Association Competition (MTNA) and has received many awards in national and international competitions.

At the age of twenty-three, Mr. Pu won the national audition and was appointed by Christoph Eschenbach to become the youngest ever to serve as
 the Assistant Concertmaster of the Houston Symphony Orchestra. In 2002, Mr. Pu again won the national audition to become the Associate 
Concertmaster of the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra. During his tenured years with the Houston Symphony Orchestra and the Atlanta Symphony 
Orchestra, Mr. Pu led both as acting concertmaster, on tours, and on recordings. He was featured as a soloist on many occasions, and collaborated 
with distinguished artists such as Robert Spano, Christoph Eschenbach, Yo-Yo Ma, Lang Lang, and Itzhak Perlman.

Mr. Pu was invited as a guest concertmaster with the Dallas Symphony Orchestra, the Columbus Symphony Orchestra, and the Hong Kong 
Sinfonietta. In addition to his busy performing schedule, Mr. Pu actively played chamber music with his colleagues and friends in Houston, 
Atlanta, Hong Kong, and China. Mr. Pu was invited to be the featured soloist with the Wroclaw Philharmonic in Poland, Ohio Chamber Orchestra, 
Texas Music Festival Orchestra, Moore School of Music Orchestra at University of Houston, Grand Forks Symphony Orchestra, Georgia State 
University School of Music Orchestra, DeKalb Symphony Orchestra, Woodland Symphony Orchestra, and Galveston Symphony Orchestra.

In 2005 and 2010, Mr. Pu was invited to perform in Beijing and Shanghai as a member of the orchestra comprised of the top one hundred 
Chinese musicians from around the world. Teaching has long been Mr. Pu's passion. In 1989, Mr. Pu received the Dorothy Starling Foundation 
Scholarship to become a teaching assistant to Fredell Lack at the University of Houston. For many years in the summer, Mr. Pu was invited to
 teach at the Texas Music Festival, the Asian Youth Orchestra in Hong Kong, the Harpa International Music Academy in Reykjavik, Iceland, and 
continues with the National Taiwan Symphony Orchestra (NTSO) International Youth Orchestra Camp. His students are now in many professional 
orchestras and top music schools in the United States and abroad.

In 2014, Mr. Pu along with his wife, Amy Chang, founded William Pu Music Academy located in Alpharetta, Georgia. It was due to his love of music 
and deep commitment to provide educational opportunities for young musicians that he felt the need to establish this academy. To date, the 
William Pu Music Academy continues to experience signi�cant growth and instructional/performance success. In 2017, Mr. Pu founded Atlanta
 Youth Orchestra. AYO is a premium youth ensemble whose mission is to provide high-quality professional level instruction and performance
 opportunities for young musicians throughout metro Atlanta. AYO holds nonpro�t status as an IRS approved 501(c)3 organization.

Former Associate Concertmaster
Atlanta Symphony OrchestraDavid Vandewalker

David W. Vandewalker is the Coordinator of Performing Arts for Fulton County Schools (Atlanta, GA) supporting the music education and 
music therapy faculty in 57 elementary schools, 19 middle schools, and 17 high schools who serve approximately 96,000 students.  
He earned degrees at Baylor University, Central Michigan University, and Boston University where he received the Doctor of Musical Arts 
degree in Music Education.
 
Dr. Vandewalker is the founding artistic director and conductor of the professional ensemble, Cobb Chamber Winds, the associate conductor 
of the nationally recognized Sudler Scroll recipient ensemble, Tara Winds, and the administrator, artistic director, and principal conductor of the 
Metropolitan Atlanta Youth Wind Ensemble. As a performer, he enjoys artistic development as a vocalist, cellist, and clarinetist with twenty
-seven years of teaching experiences spanning elementary, middle school, high school, and higher education as a conductor of both choral and 
instrumental ensembles. Additionally, David studied with Jos Wuytack, student and friend of Carl Or�, for his Or�-Schulwerk Level 2 certi�cation 
and served as a lead curriculum writer for both Cobb County School District and the Georgia Department of Education. 
 
Most recently, Dr. Vandewalker served as the associate director of athletic bands/ assistant director of bands at Georgia State University 
(2012-2016) and Director of Bands at Harrison High School in Kennesaw, Georgia (2000-2012). A Conn-Selmer Artist/Educator, he has led 
concerts before esteemed audiences such as the CBDNA/NBA Southern Division Conference, Music for All National Concert Festival, and the 
Midwest International Band and Orchestra Clinic. Marching Bands under his direction received honors including participation in the 57th 
Presidential Inaugural Parade, 2009 & 2014 Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade, ranked top-ten nationally by the 2013 College Band Directors 
National Association (CBDNA), and Bands of America Grand National Finalist (Top 12). 
 
As an avid supporter of new music for the wind band, Dr. Vandewalker consistently works with composers, arrangers, and performing artists in 
the wind band medium. Residencies and collaborations with composers and other conductors are integral to his creative work. He presently 
serves on the national board of directors for the ASPIRE (Advancement of Secondary and Primary Instrumental Repertoire Excellence) 
Commissioning project. Performances under his direction have received the praise of such notable composers/conductors as Steven Bryant, 
David Dzubay, John Mackey, Scott McAllister, Ray Cramer, Fredrick Fennell, Col. Arnold Gabriel, Gary Green, Michael Haithcock, James Keene, 
and Kevin Sedatole.

Dr. Vandewalker is a recipient of the Sudler Flag of Honor, nine- National Band Association Citation of Excellence Awards, three National Wind 
Band Honors Awards, is recognized in multiple editions of Who's Who Among American Teachers, and is an elected member of the American 
Bandmasters Association.  He has published numerous articles in professional journals, chapters in multiple volumes of the Teaching Music 
Through Performance in Band book series (GIA) and Rehearsing the High School Band (Hal Leonard), books including Boosters to the Rescue, 
and Strategic Plans for a Successful Booster Club (GIA), and Foundations for Wind Band Clarity- Arrangements for Concert Band, Foundations 
for Wind Band Clarity- Instructional DVD, and Everyday Stu� Every Director Needs to Know (Vision Publications). Additionally, Vandewalker is 
a nationally-renown sta�  development presenter with multiple clinician appearances for GMEA, Music for All Summer Symposium, Smith 
Walbridge Directors Institute, Texas Bandmasters Association, and the Midwest Clinic.
 
David and his wife, Pamela, reside in Marietta where she is Minister of Creativity and Worship Programming at Johnson Ferry Baptist Church where 
she has over 900 children actively involved in music making each week. Pamela (Master of Music in Choral Conducting - UM/Kansas City Conservatory)
 is a 2014 Dove Award winner for Best Children’s/Youth Musical in her collaboration with Veggie Tales/Big Idea. Together, David and Pamela created 
Teeny Tykes and Tunes, an early childhood music curriculum series published in English and Spanish (Vision Publications) along with Teeny Tykes 
and Tunes: Africa Edition, Volume 1 and 2 (CLMC/Nairobi).

Performing Arts Coordinator
Fulton County Schools
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Janet Huang, 
the concertmaster of the 
Johns Creek High School 
Orchestra, has been playing 
the violin for eight years. 
For three consecutive years,
she has auditioned into the 
GMEA All-State Orchestra 
and the Fulton County 
Honor Orchestra, and she is 
the current concertmaster 
of the Beethoven Chamber
Orchestra. On the weekends, 
she helps to liven up senior 
homes through concerts 
with Notes of Joy. Aside from 
musical pursuits, Janet has 
been studying classical ballet
for over 10 years, placing in 
national competitions and 
performing on international 
stages. She is also an active 
member of Science Olympiad 
and FBLA as well as various 
honor societies. In her free 
time, Janet enjoys reading 
Time and Bloomberg 
Businessweek and watching 
videos on YouTube.

Janet Huang, Violin Gunhyun Park, Violin Micah Lingle, Viola Jane Lee, Cello

Micah Lingle is a sophomore 
at Johns Creek High School. 
With Mr. Kim’s suggestion, 
Micah switched to the viola 
last year after four years of 
playing the violin. Since then, 
he rose quickly to become 
the principal violist in the 
Chamber Orchestra this year. 
In addition, Micah made the 
second chair in the Fulton
County High School Honor 
Orchestra and has been
involved with several 
chamber ensembles. At 
school, he is a member of 
four service clubs. And on 
Sundays, he can be found 
teaching special needs 
children at his church. 
Currently, he and his friends 
can be found trying to
maintain good grades in
AP and Honors classes. 

Jane Lee is a senior in high 
school and principal cellist in 
Johns Creek High School 
Chamber Orchestra. She is 
also part of the National 
Honor Society and Tri-M 
Music Society. She plays the 
cello for the pit orchestra for
her school musical shows, 
which won a Schuler Award 
for their Addams Family and 
Cinderella performances. 
She was also part of Fulton 
County Honor Orchestra 
during her sophomore and 
senior year and has 
participated in All State 
Orchestra every year since 
sixth grade. She also 
attended the Governor’s 
Honors Program during her 
sophomore year. During the 
weekends, she volunteers 
for disabled people at Milal, 
and tutors cello to students. 
She would love to continue 
playing the cello after high 
school. 

Gunhyun Park is currently 
a senior at Johns Creek High 
School. He has been playing
 the violin since the age of 
�ve. However, he was 
self-taught since the 
beginning of middle school. 
Gunhyun became the 
concertmaster of the JCHS 
Sinfonia Orchestra as a 
freshman and moved up to 
Chamber Orchestra the 
remaining three years of high 
school. Outside of school, 
Gunhyun has participated 
in All State Orchestra, Fulton 
County Honor Orchestra, 
and has volunteered to play 
in church orchestra. Gunhyun
also shows talent in art, 
receiving Gold and Silver
 Keys for Scholastics Art & 
Writing Awards in his high 
school career. Gunhyun 
excels in areas of computer 
science, and beyond 
academics, he loves to play 
with friends, listen to music, 
and do woodworking 
projects. He would like to 
thank his family and teachers
for their support. 
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FULTON COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS
Linda Bryant, Fulton School Board President, District 4
Linda McCain, Fulton School Board Vice President, District 5
Katha Stuart, Fulton School Board, District 1
Katie Reeves, Fulton School Board, District 2
Gail Dean, Fulton School Board, District 3
Kimberly Dove, Fulton School Board, District 6
Julia Bernath, Fulton School Board, District 7

FULTON COUNTY SCHOOLS ADMINISTRATION
Dr. Je� Rose, Superintendent, Fulton County Schools
Dr. Rob Anderson, Deputy Superintendent of Academics, 
                                      Fulton County Schools
Cli� Jones, Area Superintendent, Northeast Learning Community
Dr. David Vandewalker, Coordinator of Performing Arts,  
                                               Fulton County Schools
Dr. Jimmy Zoll, Principal, Johns Creek High School
Ashley Agans, Asst. Principal, Johns Creek High School
Carlton Harris, Asst. Principal, Johns Creek High School
Caren Hudson, Asst. Principal, Johns Creek High School
Patrick Martin, Asst. Principal, Johns Creek High School
J.E. “Trey” Martin, Principal, Autrey Mill Middle School
Martin Neuhaus, Principal, Barnwell Elementary School
Laura Zoll, Principal, Dolvin Elementary School
Matthew Vance, Principal, Medlock Bridge Elementary School
Bridgette Marques, Principal, State Bridge Crossing Elementary School
Carolyn Landreau, Fine Arts Support Teacher, Fulton County Schools

JCHS MUSIC DEPARTMENT & FEEDER SCHOOLS
Young K. Kim, Orchestra Director, Johns Creek High School
Alfred Estep, Band Director, Johns Creek High School
Shannan O’dowd, Chorus Director, Johns Creek High School
Bonnie Lovell, Fine Arts Department Chair, Johns Creek High School
Timothy Anderson, Orchestra Director, Autrey Mill Middle School
Wendy Wilson, Band Director, Autrey Mill Middle School
Vanessa Edwards, Chorus Director, Autrey Mill Middle School

JCHS ORCHESTRA ASSOCIATION
Janet Lundy, President
Jennifer Natchus, Co-Vice President
Marcia Kochi, Co-Vice President
Robert Menardi, Secretary
Marcia Brown-Rayford, Treasurer

JCHS ORCHESTRA STUDENT LEADERSHIP 
TEAM/OFFICERS
Janet Huang & Alex Pu, Orchestra Operation Managers
Tyler Bierfreund & Emma Menardi, Administrative Assistants
Grace Wei, Secretary
Rehna Sheth, Celilia Woo, and Angela Marteniuc, Classroom Facilitators
Daniel D. Kim, Facility/Equipment Manager
Lily Xie, Publicity Manager
Kuang-Drew Li, Chief Student Activity Leader
Crystal Bae, Head Librarian
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SPECIAL THANKS TO THE FOLLOWING GROUPS
 AND INDIVIDUALS FOR THEIR ASSISTANCE 
IN THE PREPARATION OF THIS PERFORMANCE:     

Jennifer Ahn (viola)                  Jason Chen (violin)
Shalin Kapil (string bass)        Esther Kim (violin)
Morgan Lundy (cello)              Amy Zhang (violin)

Michael Palmer, Director of Orchestras, Georgia State University
Dr. John Clinton, Ret. Dean of the College of Fine Arts and Design, 
                                  Univ. of Central Oklahoma
Dr. David Vandewalker, Coordinator of Performing Arts, 
                                               Fulton County Schools
Dr. Mark Laycock, Director of Orchestras, Wichita State University
Alfred Estep, Director of Bands, Johns Creek High School
Timothy Anderson, Director of Orchestras, Autrey Mill Middle School
William Pu, Violinist, WP Music Academy
Elizabeth Fayette, Violinist, Vega String Quartet/Emory University
Amy Chang, Violist, Agnes Scott College
William Johnston, Violist, Atlanta Opera
Dr. Martin Gueorguiev, Cellist, Freelance Musician
Charae Krueger, Cellist, Kennesaw State University
Noah Johnson, Cellist, Freelance Musician
Maurice Belle, Double Bassist, Freelance Musician
Sharif Ibrahim, Double Bassist, Atlanta Symphony Orchestra

Dr. Jimmy Zoll, Principal, Johns Creek High School 
The Administration and Sta� of Johns Creek High School
Johns Creek High School Orchestra Association
Johns Creek High School Music Association
Mandarin Violins
WP Music Academy
All of our private instructors
 All the parents who have supported our e�orts

We would like to acknowledge and thank the 2017 JCHS Chamber 
Orchestra Graduates. Because of your leadership, musicianship, 
passion, and dedication, we are selected to perform on this 
prestigious stage.
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